Teaching Without PowerPoint
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a saying that to a child with a hammer, the whole world looks like a nail. I would like to suggest an update to that, to a tutor who needs to teach students, everything looks like a PowerPoint presentation.
This year I have decided to make a radical change in my teaching – I have decided to eliminate PowerPoint in my synchronous teaching. I still use some pre-recorded presentations, but my ‘live’ teaching, both face-to-face and online, has used NILE, not PowerPoint.
I have managed this change by using folders. Every taught session has its own folder. The front of each folder contains details of the session, including the session learning goals, pre-session activities, session activities, and post-session activities.
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Figure 1- Example of a Session Folder
To avoid the folders getting overly crowded, there are three sub-folders, one for the pre-session activities, one for the session activities, and one for the post-session activities. 
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Figure 2 - Sub-folders within a session folder
In the session folder, material is broken down into Teaching elements and Activities.
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Figure 3 - Example of a Teaching Element
A key part of this approach is that students are encouraged to bring internet accessible devices into the classroom and have them logged onto the NILE site during the session, or to have the relevant Session open alongside the Blackboard Collaborate window if they are joining remotely. In Figure 3, you can see how there are hyperlinks to encourage students to check out what I have written. You can also incorporate images, as is shown in Figure 4.
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Figure 4 - Use of images in teaching material
Activities are interspersed with the teaching to support students in actively applying the teaching. This helps students develop a deeper understanding of the taught material. These can incorporate things like worksheets and work well when students are working in smaller groups (see figure 5 for an example).
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Figure 5 - Example of an Activity
Although Blackboard Collaborate does allow for the use of Breakout Rooms, I have found it better to organise these in advance, as shown in figure 6. [image: ]
Figure 6 - Example of pre-set Breakout Rooms
Using pre-set Breakout Rooms makes it quick and easier to get groups to work together. They simply mute their microphones, keep the main module room open and join their group rooms. As the tutor, I mute the microphone in the main room and visit each of the rooms in turn, much the same as I would visit each table in a classroom. Once the allotted time has finished, I unmute the microphone and call all the students back into the main room for the next part of the session. Where the teaching has a face-to-face element, this allows students who are unable to physically attend to join with those who are in the room.
It is early days, and I am still learning skills in how to make things work as smoothly as possible, however I think this works better than presenting a PowerPoint slide show. Research shows that people pay attention to faces. This means that when students can see a tutor’s face, they are more likely to engage with the material being taught. If we are honest, most PowerPoint presentations are boring. Instead, well prepared material can act as an object of shared attention between tutor and student, thus encouraging a more active engagement with the material.
At this point, four weeks into the year, I do not know if this will yield the results I am hoping for, but so far, losing PowerPoint seems to be working well.
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Teaching 3:1- What are goals? ~ A%

Enabled: Scatistics Tracking.

We often hear about goal setting, but how often do we really step back and ask ourselves, what is a goal?

Stop and think for a moment about what the concept of a 'goal’ means to you.

Then reflect on these four goals from three different sports.

Image 1 - Golf

Photo by Steven Shircliff on Unsplash

You have a very small target to aim for, and if you miss, it's worth nothing.

Image 2 - Archery

Photo by NeONBRAND on Unsplasl

Bigger target, the nearer the middle the greater the score.

2 Image 3 - Football

Photo by ALVARO MENDOZA on Unsplash

Anywhere between the posts will do, but there's someone trying to stop you.
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Activity 5:1 - Academic Registers - Examples and Contexts ~ A%

Enabled: Scatistics Tracking.
1. Download the workshees given below

2..Go 10 the Virtual Classroom and use the link there to go into the room for your Learning Set

3. Working in your group, complete the worksheet and be ready to feed back to the whole class.

Workshest- (2 Actity 5.1 - Exploring the Acsdemic Regier in Socisl Work ) A%
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Session 4 - Personalising the Module Learning Outcomes A%

Thursday 229 October, 2 pm to 4 pm
Contents

This session moves the focus from more global learning goals to the specific goals for this module. It aims to translate the Module Learning Outcomes from something written
i ‘university-speak to something that makes more sense to each individual student.

Joining Instructions
Go to the Virtual Classroom.

Click where i says "20/21 Academi

ing and Reasoning (SWK1054-STD) - Course Room"
Session Goals
By the end of this you will be able tor

1. State the MLOs for this module in plain English
2. Explain how this module wil help you achieve your personal learning goals.

Pre-session Activities

1. Read the online aricle - How to Drive Personalized Learning in Higher Education
2. Read the Plain English Campaign's guide for writing in plain English

In session Activities

1. Explore the concept of ‘academic register’
2. Identify why different styles of writing are needed in social work

3, Translate MLOs from University-speak to Plain English

4, Form connections between the MLOs and your personal learning goals

Post Session Activity

1. Complete Activity 1:4 - Personalising the Module Learning Outcomes
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Pre-Session Activi Ad

Enabled: Scatistics Tracking.
“This folder contains informtion on the things you need to do to be fully prepared for the taught session.

Session Activities AV

This folder contains details of the activities we will be sing in the session.

Session 3 - Post session Activity = A¥

Enabled: Scatistics Tracking.
Please make sure that you complete Activity 1:3 - the Graduation Day Speech.
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Teaching 4:1 - Understanding the '‘Academic Register' ~ A%

Enabled: Statistcs Tracking
Wichin the study of language use, the idea of register’ has been around for more than 60 years.

The idea of register'is borrowed from music, where it s used to describe the level and range of the notes that exists for an instrument, singer, or piece of music,

‘Academic register uses this idea to suggest that our communication, both written and spoken, can also have different levels and ranges, from the highly informal (slang and
colloquialism - 'street language’) to the highly formal (stuffy and high-faluti).

An important thing to note here i that no register is right or wrong by itself. There are, however, two things that you need to consider - dlarity and context

Communication is an intentional, purposive act. When we speak or write, we do 50 to have a certain effect on our readers or isteners. This means we need to choose the register
that is more likely to meet our intention or serve our purposes. We also need to make sure that we communicate clearly.

Clarity comes before cleverness.

Communication also happens in a specific context. We are going to communicate very differently at home with loved ones to in class with peers and tutors. We will change again
Wwhen we are working with service users, varying our register to the specific context.

This is an important point as different academic tasks require a different register. A formal essay will be written very differently to a reflective account, and both of these wil be
different to a verbal presentation.

One example of this is that whilst i is usually essential to write in the firs-person when writing a reflective piece (using words like T, ‘me’, ‘we', ‘my and our’ these are usually
best avoided in a formal essay, especially when you are first developing your higher academic skll.

Carson-Newman University have produced a helpful guide that breaks the register into five levels.

1-Slang
2-Informal
3-Inbetween
- Formal

5-Stufy

Have a look at their style guide and think about where you usually fall on this range of registers.
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