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Continuously assessed November to January 
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30%
Description of Assignment


The biodiversity seminars for Jeff Ollerton’s part of the module will be continuously assessed during the second half of the first and the first half of the second terms.  The assessment is structured into two parts:  attendance and contribution to the weekly seminars, and presentation of papers that you choose in the “Open Forums”.  Assessment is as follows:

Part 1:  attendance and contribution to seminars
Each week you will be graded according to your contribution to the seminar, as follows:

F – did not attend and did not inform module leader of legitimate reason for absence.  If you have a legitimate reason for not attending, and inform Jeff Ollerton as soon as possible, that week will not be graded for the purposes of calculating an average (see below).
D – attended but did not contribute to the seminar.
C – made a minor contribution to the seminar, no more than one or two comments.

B – made a significant contribution to the seminar, including asking questions, but did not over-dominate the discussion and allowed others to speak.

A – made an excellent contribution to the seminar, including asking questions and raising original points, but did not over-dominate the discussion and allowed others to speak. 

At the end of term your set of grades will be averaged and will contribute to 50% of the final grade for this assignment.
Part 2:  presentation of papers in the “Open Forums”
There are two Open Forum sessions at the end of this seminar series.  Working individually, the task is to choose one recent research paper from a peer-reviewed journal which deals with some aspect of biodiversity and which you find of particular interest.  Prepare a 5 minute verbal presentation (NOT using PowerPoint) that tells the rest of the seminar group the following:


Title and authors – who are they?  Where are they based?  


Type of paper, identity of the journal.


Focus of the paper – what is it about?


Background – why is this important/interesting?


Approach - what methods were used in the study?


Results – what did the authors find?  



Take home message - what do the authors conclude from their study?



Weaknesses/limitations – do you see any problems with the work or its 

conclusions?


Extension – where can the work go from here?

At the end, questions should be invited.

Send a PDF of your paper to Jeff Ollerton at least 24 hours before the seminar.

Your presentation will be assessed both by academic staff and by your peers using a standardised grading system:
F – did not attend, in which case standard re-sit rights apply.

D – attended but contributed only a perfunctory paper presentation that did not address many of the points above.

C – produced a fair seminar, which dealt with most of the points above, but lacking in detail in places.

B – produced a very good seminar, dealing with all of the points above in detail and giving confident answers to questions.
A – produced an excellent seminar, including answering questions with authority and raising original points.
At the end of term your two grades will be averaged and will contribute to 30% of the final grade for this module.

Module Learning Outcomes and Key Skills

The following Learning Outcomes and Key Skills will be assessed (see module guide for full list):
a)  show an understanding of the place and significance of biodiversity and wildlife conservation in society 

c)  describe, discuss and evaluate the various methods which can be used to measure biodiversity

d) demonstrate appreciation of the changes experienced by wildlife during both recent and past times

f) demonstrate a knowledge of the practice of conservation management.

g) extract, critically analyse, synthesise and evaluate appropriate information from a range of sources,

h) summarise and present information in a range of formats,

i) use evidence to support a detailed argument and discuss complex ideas in a logical and rational manner.
Assessment and Grading Criteria

See above.


Notification of Grades

Results will be notified to you within three weeks of the submission deadline date. Please note that all grades are provisional until approved by the Board of Examiners.

Submission of Assignment

Continuous assessment – see above.
Very Important: 

· For further advice on submitting assignments and on resits, see Module Guide.
